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A Sermon Preached before their Majeſties 
King James II. and Queen Mary, at 
their Coronation, &c. 
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I CHRON, XXIX. ZJo 


Then Solomon ſat on the Throne of the Lord as X ing, inſtead 
of David his Father,and proſpered,and all Iſrael obeyed him. 


: 


Hen Solomon ſate on the throne of the Lord. Then,that 
is to ſay,on the day of his Coronation, which is men- 
' Lion'd in the foregoing Verſe: Ther,when they anointed him. 
This may ſuffice to thew, my Text is ſuitable enough to the 
preſent royal Solemnity. But if I had any mind to parallel all 
the greatneſs and ſolemn glories of this day from the ſtory 
of that King, I ſhould be forc'd, as great as King So/omox 
was, to borrow ſome [lluſtrious Remarks from ſeveral other 

d of his beſt days, beſides that of his Coronation. For when So- 
| Iomon was Exthroniz' d,no Temple was then built,or ſo much 
2s Wy : butto day we have ſeen a ſpeRacle full of a'l de- 
cent ſplendor in God's Houſe, and filling our hearts with j»y, 
We have ſeen a King ſtanding, as Solomon (onthe day when 
he dedicated the Temple) food befere the Altar of the Lord 
in the preſence of all the congregation of Iſrael,and [pread forth 
his hands. Nay, wehave ſeen his Majeſty in an humbler, that 
is, a devouter poſture. To day we have ſeen another ſpetaz 
cle of magnificent Piety, a Queen, for whom it were too 
low a compariſon, ſhould I compare her to her that was 

| rais'd immediately to a Throne near to that of K. Solomoy, 
then, when "tis ſaid, his mother crown'd him again *# the day 

| of his eſpouſals ; But a Queen, the moſt faithful companion 
# of her roy al Husband's ſufferings and hard travels; the fit. 
tor to be now the Conſort of all his Triumphs. We have 
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:cen her alſo like her ſelf 3 that is, like ZAZwmwlity it ſelf, which | 

is the Queen of Vertues. ; - 2} 

The wory of #. Se/amer,could I bring skall to fet it forth, 
woaid furniſh an entertainment for the devotiens both of a i *7 
Royal Audience, and a mixt Aﬀembly. For the Xing in my | - 
Text mzdc himſe'f his Text 3 He made his own life the ſubs | bt 
jeQt of an excel'ent Sermon. He was pleaſed to ſtile him | # 
{elf the Preacher, as we'l as.the King ia Jeruſalem. He onee | D 
had been i1ſtruſted by the King, his Father, the man after | W 
God's own heart; butatterward he was ta»ght of God, on pur» | M 
poſe to be fet up for an everlaſting Guide, by the rules-and | 6 
direftions he ſhould leave to all other Princes and people. | #4 

To begin then where they began with him in the- Text: | & 
* Tis ſaid, they made Solomon, the ſon of David, King the ſes 'm 
cond time, The firſt time was then when Adonizah exalted | mi 
himſelf, and ſaid, 1 will be King ;, when he prepar'd himſelf Cl 
Chariots, and Horſemen, and fifty men to run before him. But 
the race is mot always to the ſwiſteft, nor to him that ſets out 
ſooneſt for Popularity ; yet then it was high time for David 
to declare the Succ:ffon ; for then he was told, The eyes of a 
Iſrael are agen thee, that thou ſhouldgft tell them (on ſuppoſi= 
tion, as I ſhall ſhew anon, that God had told him already) 
who ſhould fit = the Throne of my Lord the King aſter him. 
'Thereupon S#/omon was declared, and preſently anointed to 
ſucceed. But becauſe the Ceremony then was perform'd in 
a kind of tumultuary haſt, *tis now repeated at more leiſure 
with greater ſtate, 

To keep my ſelf within ſome compaſs, and from wan-. 
dring in ſuch a world of matter as the Story of K. Solomon. 
would offer me, I ſhall be willingly confin'd to theſe four- 
Points, through which we may fee K. Solomos in all his glory: | 

1/t. That his Title was firm and good : "Tis ſaid. here, Ze 
late on the Throne of the Lord, and heſate theregzas Xing, in- 
ſtead of David his Father, And, : 

. . 24ly, For his Government; that was as good as his Title: | 
His management was ſuch as. became ſo wiſe a King as So=- 
damon. And, | © 
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ich bs people were on obedient people; and all Iſrael e. 
=y | | 
thi: arbly, The Bleſſing of God was upon him and his Governmeng. 
f a | Tis ſaid, He profper'd. | 
my | - In the Firf place for kis 7;//e, to makethat good, if this 
its | be not Argument enough, that tis faid here, ZZ /ate on the 
im- | #hrone of the Lord; and that he ſme there. as King, inftead of 
nee | David his Father ; \et me farther obſerve to you, 1 has he 
Zex | was 2 King of God's own Nomination, to prevent diſpute az 
or. | mong the Sons of Davidgi. Chron. 22. g. Behold, a Sox ſhall 
nd | be bern to thee bis name ſhall be Solomon, and t will eſtabliſh 
. | the throne of his kingdom. His Brother Adovijah, aiter his vain 
xt: | A#rempt to ſeize the Crown,makes this expreſs acknowledg- 
/cs Le of King Solomon's Right to the Kingdom, 7 bo' 32 were 
ed | mine from the People, yet it was his from the Lord: For Gyd's 
cif Choice and the People's are not always the ſame. 
ut © Burtifthis were the Caſe, that he wasraisdto the Throne, 
Put | not properly by the #/; his Father , much leſs by the Peg- 
id pie, but by God himſelf, how comes it to be ſaid here, They. 
all made him King ?. They, that 1s,.all the Congregation. Were 
fi= they the Kipg-makers then? Were they the Original of Re-- 
y) gai Power ? Had they it firſt in themſelves ? Elſe how could 
». they impart it Towards the clearing of this, be pleaſed to 
to. compare the ſtory of another King's Coronation in the Book 
in. of Kings, With that ſelf ſame ſtory in the Book of Chronicles: 
re And whereas inone place weread, the People anointed Foaſh 
we find in the other Place, that Jehojadah, the High Prieſt, 
n-. and his Sensanointed him;(o not the people's Anointed,bur the 
Lord's Anointed. Only the People ſtood by,as they dohere 
4r- and cxpreſs their unanimous good Will with fuch loud Ac- 
y: / elamations as you heard e'tic now: not that we imagine our 
72 . united voices contribute any thing of Right to-our #ereditary 
n= Prince ; but to ſhew that if the Kingdora were E/#ive, we 
* think him moſt worthy to be King, But "tis moſt plain, and 
e: ; moſt evident, that God by o—_ appointment ſet over 
a=. | his People, the firſt three ſucceeding Kings, Sai, David, and 
" , Solomon ; and where cver (tis faidthe People made them (or 
ly, any 
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thoſe precepts for the King that ſhould be {et over them that he 
may prolong his days in the Kingdom, he and his Children in the 
middeſt of Iſrael. 
But as Solomon's Right to Empire was thas viſible, fo 
Secondly, His other Royal Qualifications were moſt cons 


ſpicuous ; whether his natural Endowments be conſider'd,or. 
his ſupernatural Gifts to fit him yet more for Government.. 


When God bid him ask what he would, he ask of God nothing 


but W:/dom, and he bad that he askt, with an overplus, nor. 
only ot all other excellent rhings : but alſo of more W:/dom 


than he knew how to ask of God, before he receiv'd it. He 
is reckon'd about eighteen years of Age, when he began 
to Reign, ſothat he ſtiies himſelf a Child; tho, his dying Fa« 
ther gave him that great CharaQer, as no more than his due, 
Thouart awiſe Man, and do therefore according tothy Wiſdom. 
How wiſeiy did he foreſee any coming danger? How pexte&- 


ly well skilld was he in thetimes and ſeaſons? F/hen and up. ; 
on whom, or what ſort of men, it was fit to ſhew Juſtice or | 


Mercy? preſently he made it appear how true it is, that being 
i1 a place of Government, ſhews what a man is. For inſtent- 
ly he penctrated the ambitious Intrigueing deſign of Adoni. 
4h, that was playing anafter-game for the Kingdom, labour- 
ing to ſet up himſelt again upon a new Alliance, that had a 
powerful intereſt in the Court. But, tho, So/omen had Pars 
don'd his Rebellion ( yet ſo as to keep him ſtill on his good 


Behaviour) and had promis'd hima favourable PreteCion, if 


he would ſhew him(e!f a worthy man; yethis Juſtice would ſpare 
him no longer, when once he made himſelf unworthy of that 
Mercy. Then his early ſeverity upon Foab, whom K+ David 


going out of the world, had delivered over not as a Traytor, | ſo 


but as a Murderer, to the righteous Judgment of K- Solomon: 
That was a moſt effeQtual Declaration toall his SubjeQs, that 


the y! 
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« 


any other ) Xings; no more is meant, but that the People 
own'd them as Kings of God's making But that immediate | 
Dcſignation of their Kings from Heaven was to ceaſe one * 
day, and the Kingdom was to be Hereditary. This appears 
from the Concluſion of thoſe Provifhonal ſtatutes Deut+ 17. 
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| they muſt expe& no more pardons inthe caſe of Murder, fince 
, —_ the greatneſs of his paſt ſervices, nor his nearneſs of 
| 


Blood to the Royal Family,could ſecure Joab from falling un- 
der that Law, He that (heddeth man's Blood, by man ſhall kis 
' Blood be ſhed. But at the ſame time, behold the Clemency 
of K. Solomon to Abiather, becauſe he had been a faithful old 
Servant to K. David, and a Suferer with him'; tho, he had 
been a great Offender with Adoxijah; nevertheleſs K. Solo- 
mon remitted.him both his Lite and Eſtate. He gave a noble 


s Inſtance, how proper objes of Royal Goodneſs and .Comz 
« paſſion, are v/4 Royaliſts ; tho, ſome of then; may -have been 
. miſlead to makefalſe Steps, andrhave fallen into fatal Errors: 


On the other ſide for Shime;, that had cur/# X. David, and 
flung ſtones at his Head in the day of his diſtreſs ; they do 


: wrong to the dying King, who think he retrated his At of 


pardoning Shimez's Lite, when he bid his Son, Hold him not 
guiltle(s, that is, Treat him not like an Innocent perſon: And 
when he ſpoke what follows there, notas a Kingcommand- 


' | Ing, but forer«lling”as even his natural Divination might ſerve 


him to do ) his hoar head thou ſhalt, or thou wilt bring down 
to the Grave with Blood{tor ſo it may well be tranſlated) on 


' Suppoſition that ſuch a one as Shimez would offend again : 


Theretore Solomon did like himſelf, to ſet ſuch 4 reſtleſs im- 


| placable Spirit his bounds, which he ſhould not Paſs,and when 


he tranſgreſt atreſh,then to call his old 5ins to remembrance, 
and to take that Life, which'ſuch an execrable Wretch had 
forfeited the ſecond time, 

ITT But as Solomon was a famous good Governor, ſo thirds 
ly, his People were eminently Loyal. All Iſrael obey'd him. 
Of which there follows upon my Text a farther Exp!ication; 


| all the princes,that is, the Sauhedrim, or the Senate acknows 


tedg'd his juſt Soveraignty over them. And the mighty men, 
thar is, the Mi/itary men made their Addreſſes to him, as con» 
feſſing the power of the Militia was 1olely his. And all the 
ons likewiſe of K. David ſubmitted themlelves to Solomon the 
King;tor Adonijah had called them all,except So/omor,toCoun- 
tenance his taking upon him to beKing;but now that cabal was 


cy! | diſfolv's: 
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4 
ſolv'd,& their l-aderwss taken off;theirfation gg " 


it ſelf and the King no doubt receiv'd their - 
2 Geodneſs well becoming his own Greatneſs. But tho, all his +; 
SubjeAs yielded him ſuch entire Obediexce,yet ſtill they ferv'd þ;s. 
him AS Preemen, nor 1s Slaves. It was his great OHORT, AS 
well as the happyneſs of his People, that as Gods Service is (jr, 
perfe& Freedom, ſo in [mitation of it, wasthat of God's Yice- ap 
gerent ; for weare toldin the Book of Hings; that of the Chile |hi 
dren of Iſrael did Solomon make no Bondmen- but as it follows | q; 
there.7hey were men of War, and his Servants, aud his Princes | 
and his Captains, and Rulers of his Chariots, and his Horſemen, | of 
And thus all Iſrael obay'd him, i'm 
IV: But all this had never been fo happily: Adminiſtred,had 1; 
there got been a four2h Concurrent of more Conſequence than. | pg. 
all the zhree foregoing ; Had there not been an extraordina» | th 
ry Bleſſing of God, not only upon that Great Prince, but upon. | ,,, 
all his goad Subjefs ; had not he been Religious, as well as ' yy 
Politick ; arid had notthey been a People capableof that blcſ- 
ſing. But He and They wereduly qualified for it: They joyn'd ! gþ 
with him, toderive it upon His Sacred Head, and from thence | gx 
upon their own, like the Oyntment uyyn Aaron's head, which | <a 
ran down and diffus'd its jelf over the whole Body. He Built | T 
the Temple; they all Contributed. He brought up the Ark of | £, 
God ; they attended it. Sacrific'd who'e Hecatombs 3 they at 
the ſame time kept a /o/emu Feaſt to the Lord. He made that | ,,, 
fervent prayer to Ged ; they all ſaid Amen to it. He beſt, | «, 
the People, He bleſt God: God ratifi'd the Kings Bleſſing upon | m 
the People, Ged return'd the Divine Bleſſing upon the King. ' te 
In the mid'ſt of all this 'tis ſaid, Ze proſpered. How could + þj 
it be otherwiſe than ſo ? Great peace and plenty at home, with | 
as much honour and intereſt abroad. The Native Wealth of ! , 
his ownCountry was improv d,andCommerce increaſt migh- | 4, 
tily ; all foreign good things were imported: and made his, by | x 
the particularcare he took of what corcern'd Navigation. His | 7 
City the Seat of Empire was then more than ever the joy of | 
the whole Farth. What could be added to all this Profperity | 4, 
except Viftory over his Enemies ? Yes, it was a valt addi | 1, 
LY 
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y itionto his almoſt inparalle!'d felicity, that he had no enemies 
vith Bc was able to fend this Meſſage to his friend K. Firam, now 
| his febe Lord my God hath given me reft on every fidey [o that there 
Vd be neither Adverſary nor evil Oceurrent. 
- 2S | Thus it was with himtill he left off Serving God. Then 
* 5 lindeed God was angry with him. Yet from the tall and riſing 
ce \apain of K:So/omon may be fe tch't the laſt { perhaps the 
"ils \higheſt) Inſtance of his Bleſſedneſs « for as he ſtands a formis 
WS {dable Example of Human Frailty: ſo we may allow him to 
ces |be not only a comfortable, butalſo a moſt admirable Inſtance 
ex. of the Divine Omnipotent Mercy: As he loſt himſelf after ſo 
| many wiſe contemplationsby tryipg thoſecoſtlyexperiments 
ad {in ſinful pleaſures, As he = & himſelf, and his own 
an. ' godly dictates inthe Book of Proverbs; ſo'tis generally agreed 
2» | that he wrete his Ecclefraſtes, as his Penetential ; that he re» 
Mn. | wembred himſelf, % turn 'd to the Lord his God, that he is nume 
aS Bred among the Children of God, and his lot is among the Saints. 
= ' And now, to dwell no longer on the particular Story of 
'd | that great King, I may ſet it down in general as certainly 
ce | true, that wherever in any Prince and People all the ſame 
ch | cauſes of proſperity meet together;there (and no where elſe) 
''Y The like wonderful bleſſed effet will aſſuredly reſult and 
ot ' follew. 
at i. And frft for a King and People to be happy, the King 
if | muſt havea right to his Kingdom, For how can an Uſurper 
t, | expeto Reignſproſperouſly? when many under his Govern- 
N | ment muſt needs think themſelves his equals, if not his bet- 
* | ters;and none can reaſonably think themſelves oblig'd to be 
d * his SubjeRs 2 And how miſerable is a King and Kingdom, 
1 | when every private mar, that is but audacious enough, has 
of | a fair pretence, if he ean but gather force, to overturn any 
* | Settlemen that can be in ſuch a caſe: Such a Pyrat-Prince 
Y | muſt 'be always expos'd to tempeſts; and if, like the great 
iS | Feviathan, he can take any paſtime in them, he may thank 
of | his fick fancy for the. pleaſing dream. I will mention only 
y | two that were both of them royally deſcended, yet unjuftly 
i= | poſſefs'd of this Crown : King Stephen was none of our worſt 
a B Princes, 
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Princes, andone of the moſt valiant; but ag-[»treder he was;'] V' 
and he ſped accordingly : his Reign was the moſt turbulent) 1® 
of any, except that of X: Fohx another Uſurper, and this lat». 
ter was reduc'd to that extremity, that he. very meanly fur-/ &, 
render'd his Imperial Crownto the Pope, who had lterdi- | 
Fed all publick Divine Offices in this- miſerable kingdom for | P! 
above ſix years; and who never afterwards mention'd that H 
Prinee but with the Title of John our Yaſal. 44 

- But then again, to provide well for the peace and quiet- 
neſs a Prince and People, 'tis neceſlary not only that the Title | ® 
to-the Crewn look fair, but that it be fuch as is not caſily li- ? ** 
able to be conteſted : elſe there will be Competitor?, and that * ſt 
of it ſelf is a heavy. Judgment. Nay, I add farther, tlie wor» | ® 
thier thoſe Competitors, the more capable they. are of con« | ® 

founding all before them: As in the fatal Diſpute tetween © W 
Tork and Lancaſter, there were two Prinres, Henry the ſixth,” C 
and Edward the Fourth, each of them extraordinary in their! © 
different charaQters : one of them accounted a Saint, the b 
other a moſt a#ive generous Prince : Both of them had faſt 
hold of the peoples affeioxs in their ſeveral Parties, and they 
rent the Kiogdom 1n. pieces betweenthem : They made our * 
poor Countrey an Aceldama, a Field of. Blood; kill'd up whole 
Families, ad the greateſt number of both thoſe Royal Fa» 
milies, till the wofu! controverſy was happily ended by that 
auſpicious Marriage, from which a Race of Xings with un- 
dbubted right, and our preſent Gracious Sovercign is Lines" 
ally deſcended. 

z. But as the Title to the Crown muſt be clear and right; 
fo ſecondly the management of the Scepter ſhould be as wile 
as the 7enwre is juſt and Royal. Our two unfortunate Kings, | 
the Second Edward and Richard, had an indiſputable Rights; 
which they could never loſe : The more was the wrong 
done them, though they leſt themſelyes by their Male-ad-! 
miniſtration of the Goverament. But on the other ſide, what 
vaſt hopes may be juſtly conceiv'd? what bleſſed. wonders( 
may be wrought for the publick good, where the Sovereign 
Prince has all the dexterity, together with all the 4f+vity} 

| that” 
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- {that is neceffary to make his motions as regular as they are 
»25./1 Vigorous, in ſo bright and ſo high a Sphere 2 Then will the 
len) laying of Selewew. prove it felf, That the King by Judgment 
late. | /abliſbeth the Land, Nay, then it will extend to other &ing- 
far. | doms ; for Kings have long hands, eſpecially ſuch a King as 
-;, | may hold the Balance, and give Peace and War where he 
for | pleaſes, and conſequently may give Law to other Nations; 
hat | He may reach out,as So/omox did, the fruits of his wiſe Con- 
' #du® toall the World, | 
ot | 2, But in'the ind flats I muſt needs add, be the Title of 
He | a King as good as a Warrant from Heayen can make it; Be 
/ li. } it ſo undoubted as Hell it ſelf can find no pretence to que- 
hat © ftion it; be the King like an Angel of God for his kxowled; 
or. | and Condutt in the Government ; yet if his SubjeQs wil} 2 
»n» | Sons of Belial, Sons of the Devil (fo Rebels are call'd in Scrip- 
en | cure) Belzal, that is, ab/que Fugs, men that will bear no yoke; 
th,) "is-ſtill in their power to be as miſerable as they pleaſe ; 
ir Since the Wills of men are free ; 'tis confeſt their leaves muſt 
he be askt, whether they will be happy or no: Whether they 
aſt Will obey, and enjoy the bleſſing of Peace; or, Whether they 
ey Will reſiſt, and pull down ruine upon themſelves and their 
ur. poſterity. For want of a people obedient, and willing to be 
Jle  rul'd by a gentle hand;the beſt of Kings was moſt wvilelycaſs 
7.  away,as if he had not been Anointed with Oyl, How dear theſe 
' Kingdoms have paid far the Murder of that Bleſſed King, 


at S * . . . 
/x. 15 t0O grievous a RefleQtion at this time. But one confideras 
ec. tion I would offer, though the maintenance of Religion is 


commonly made the moſt plauſible pretence for Rebellion 
t;\ (as it was for the laſt among us, and has been made uſe of 
ace towards the encouraging of another,) 'yet Rebellion 
almoſt conſtantly proves (as that /aff provd) the means ro 
; deſtroy Religion. My meaning is not only this, that as ſoon 
| as ever men begin to be Rebels, they ceaſe'to be inwardly 
religious, and truly good men; bur I drive it farther, That 
| to Rebel is the ready way to ruine the Cenſtitution of the 
rs{ outward, profeſt, and cſtabliſht Religion in a Nation. What 
| need L:look any farther for - example of this, wken | have. 
y 2 a mo 
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a moſt remarkable proof in the Hiſtory of that King ur my 
Text ? King Solomon in his declining age fell, ſo as no Chris 
ftian Prince can ever fb, unleſs he- renounce his Baptiſm + 
trom making, Beaity his 1dol, he fel even to worſhip the 
Pagan Deities, that ts, Devi's; for as the Apoſtle ſays, The 
things which the Genriles ſacrifice, they ſacrifice to Devils,aud 
wt to Grd Vt all that while all Iſrael obey'd him, and con» 
tied in the worſh-p of God, as they might do without 
an, inconſiitence whatſoever. | 

- but when 50/omon was dead and gone, Ferokvamcame in: 
by Rebellion : tor tho he ons d the Kingdom; *tis ſaid 
the Matier was from the Lord, yet it was promis'd him only }Fa 
upon cond. tionrygwhich he never performs, if thou wilt hearke 
en to all that I command thee as David my Servant did:But he 
would hearken to nothing that God commanced him, no 
would he wait God's time as Devid had done, He drew 7ex 
of the Tribes into Rebellion: But tiien the Prevailing Rebef 
for a Politic intereſt calls and compels \ as much as in him 
lyes) all the Families in. ee}, every man of the ten 1 ribes, 
to Worſhip the Golden Calves: He forthwith /nterdifts their 
going up to the Publick Worſhip at Jer»/alem. Thus /delatry 
was E/tabliſbt by a Law of a Rebels making,not only Intro» 
dac'd but Efabiisht by Fereboam that made 1[rael to Sir, out 
of this one Rebellion came all that Sin: out ot that one Sin 
of theirs came all their Calamutz , andat-lenght their Capti- 
vity : After this one Rebellion, their Church and State never 
had one good Day ; It brought that Dyperfon upon thoſe 

Tribes, under which they are moſt Miſesabie to this Day. 
4 Butnow to diſpatch-my Fourth and laſt Conſideration, 
"Tis impoſſible to Zenenr aud obey the King for Conſcience 
' ſake, without a fixt principle within us of that Fear of God: 
which cannot fail to produce /niform Cbedience to all God's: 
"Holy Commandments. Unlefs that Unitorm ©niverſal Obes. 
dience to God bea National Vertue, How can 2 National bleſs 
tug be expettcd trom God? and without God's bieſſing how 
can we 'ook to proſper. *Tis only the Dew of heaven can 


mak< a Kingdom floursb, If the Sweet /nflaences —— t 
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be reftrain'd, the moſt hopeful Plant will by the next Faſt- 
wind be blaſted in one night:alt SecordCau/es are but viſible 
means in the Unſeen handof the fr/t, who if he be diſplea»'d, 
m-k2s them move quite contrary even totheir own Natural 
Tendency: God is not obliged to ſtand by the beft Title, he 
may ſeize or diſpoſe ot the Goodlieft Inheritance as he 1. ales 
Be a prince as powertul as So/omo u; be a people as Obcdicnt 
as 1/rael then was; God conld raiſe up a little Fugitive Child 
H14ad that efcap'd a Mafl icre in Pdom, to be the Adverfary 
of K, 3-10.v0n in his Old Ae, and Rezix a Fugitive Syrian to. 
Reign 1n Damaſcus wn defrance of him & all 1ſracl,& to be the 
Father ofthofe Bevhadads the ſcourges of Solemon's poſterity 

What Ob'igations then are upon us all of this happy /ſavd 
gs it has been .tyied ofol !)1ot tointerrupt the bleſſin2s which 
this day ſeems to | repare for us, if we do our parts to make 
our ſe'ves fi to receive them 2 We have been the care of 
Heaven in a'l thoſe three great inſtances of my Text ; The 
Title to the Crown being unqueſtionable; the King born for 
Empire, by nature and 10n fitted for Government, the 
people having now ſhewed zbanſelves obedicnr, and willing 
to be Govern d. | 

1. For the frſf, No Tithe by Gods immediate Deſignation 
( as it was in Solomon's Caſe) is now to be expetted : No 
Prophet or Yifion to be look't for : Nothing but ordinary 
Providence. But by this Providence we that are Subjefts 
believe our Selves entitled to whiatever we call Ours in this 
World. The beſt 7:izle ro any Inheritance of Oars is from 


our Anceſtors, and the bit of that kind is from Times be- 
yond 'Memory. Butwhocan pretend ſuch a Succeſſive Title 
0 his Efate, as his; Majeſty can ſhew to his Crown ? How 
ny Ages of our Anceſtors have wanted ſuch a Tule as 
his? How are ſome other Nations like to be embroil'd with 
heir N+ighbours about their Succeſſion to the Crown, for 
antof this Blefſing of: a clear Title ? A Blefling fignally Bee 
queath'd ro us by our late Sovereign Lord of b/:fſed Memoe 
y. © For [ muſt needs put you in mind, you that had the | 
onour to attend him on; his Death-bed; How oo 
im 


14 A Sermon before Their Majeſties - . 
him like David bowing upon. the Bed to his Succellor, Emaſ.. 
bracing his Royal Brother as his beloved wndenbred Heirghow't 
Refigning all to him ( that was the kind word ) to him thathn Y 
was more ready to Dye with Gricf,than to take that afteRi-his R 
onate —_— | row 
And as his Majeſties 7itle is moſt firm, ſo. Secondly welfice \ 
heve very promiſing hopes, from his gratious and gloriousſtende 


ww 
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Begining, ofa Steddy Government. We have a King that has 
not been bred up at Zaſe in the Court of his Father, bur in 
the School of Hardship and Affliction; (as the Apoſtle 
tell us) worketh patience, and patience experince. Sure I 
may ſay without Imputatien of Flattery , No Prince with- 
inthe Memory of man has come to a Crown with 1o vaſt 
a Stock of Experience. VVe have a King who underſtands 
and conſiders, that in an Hereditary Monarchy , "tis the 
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great peculiar advantage of the Prince as well as people, that, [}tera 


their Intereſt is one and the ſame, their Happineſs ſo cloſely 
united, that ( if I may apply the Apoſtle's expreſſion to this 
Caſe ) Whether the body ſuffer, the Head ſuffers with it ; or 
the Head be honoured, all the Members rejoyce with it. We 
have a King whom greatnes of Mind has ſeated as much as 
bove Fear, as all the Hard-hearted impotent Paſſions whjch 
commonly Fear produces, are beneath him;and is himſelf ſa 
incapable of Diſtmulation, that he would naturally Diſpiſe 
thoſe ſtrange Children (' as David calls them) that ſhould 
Diſſemble with him: As Conſtantius the Father of Conſtantine 
the Great, generouſly diſdain'd and difgrac'd ſome Servants 
of his for being too good Courtiers, who ( as Euſebius relates) 
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upon a certain Tryal which the Emperor put upon them,}. B 


on purpoſe to find who were honeſt, quitted their Chriſtian 
Profeſſien for fear of loſing their Places; but He retained and 
exaited thoſe who ſcorn'd to prevaricate with their God; for 


he Judged aright, That ſych onely would be faithful ta}. 


their King, Laſty, VVe have a Xi»g, who th6 I will not 
ſay he was the Partner of the Empire while he was but g 
£ubjef? ({ and yet I amnot afraid of Envy if I ownhow' 
much he Govern d, fince at.the ſame time he knew ſo 
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eirgfiow'to obey, and ſet usall that perfect Example ef Submſſi- 


thatbn Y yet I may fay he was particeps Curarum, the Sharer of 
Ri-his Royal Brothers Cares; That he felt the 7horys in his 


þ ©» 


rown; that he was all that while habitually praQtifing Fu= 
welfice with Equity, governing according to Law, yet with 
Ousftender Mercy,. as the Royal Chief Minifter of Charles the 
has|Merciful. And I preſume to Style him the very Similitude 
It }and Pifture of Charles. the Martyr. VVith ſuch Love as cafts 
tle \out F:ar we ſee in the Serene Aſpect of our Sovereign, eves 
* Tiry Line of his Bleſſed Fathers gratious Yiſage, As Trajan 
th- [the Emperor triumpht in Ffigie after his Death;ſo does that 
aſt Glorified Prince ia his Living dacred Image on this Day. 

ds . And Thirdly, God has bleſt the King with an 0- 
he bedient People. Atter he might ſay with Davidin the moſt 
at, Hhteral ſenſe, That the Waves and Storms had gone over him ; 
ly lafter That alſo is overpaſt which Davidjoyns with the rag- 
US ing of the Sea, and the noiſe of its waves, that Is, tbe madneſs of 
or [the People; In plain terms, after his Majeſties Deliverance, 
ſe Jas well as Ours , from that abominable Excluding Bill ; as 
ae f great a Deliverance as that from the Sinking Gleceſter | 
h Frigot ( for both which Preſervations we muſt always bleſs 
la } God ) after all this; his. Majeſties peaceful Entrance upon 
ſe } His Government, is a Sufficient, real, happy proot ot a# 
4} Obedient People, Andas1 muſt vehemently exhort you to 
ve | perſerverance in that which is not only your D«zy but your 
ts} Pradice; ſo I do in Effet commend your ſtrift adherence to 
11 your former Protefations, and to your Oaths of Allegiance. 
2,1 - Be thankfull to God then for thoſe Bleſſings you have, 
nf and to the'King under whom they will be continued to you. 
dj Be fatistied with your condition;take heed of overturning or 
rj undermining the whole fabrick, becaute you cannot have the 
roam that yan word chooſe init, 1 -ke heed of de froving 
It your Countrey to build your own houſe, take heed of ruining a/,be- 
cauſe you cannot mend your ſelves in this or that Particular, De- 
ſtruftion and Death is not all you are like to get by it : Take heed 
of that wich follows : There's another Death to come after : God 
+1 has warn'd youof it, They that Reſiſt ſhal receive to themſelves Danina- 
of g iin- As you would avoid this, take heed of that which leads _ - 

a 


Sovereign far the of ths groue ple ; 
where be wil be poet ed anan wi all the cy ali 2 the ſeat 
of Empire, and made the Anointed of God ; the place which is the 


Royal Go/gotha, the burying place of Kings; where we have late ; 


depoſited the venerable Remains of Majeſty; will put him'in mine 
from the Royal Prophet ; Though Kings are made as Gods, they ſha 
2 bike men. And then I muſt put you all in mind, m_ ſth 
4 hat as it is appointed to men once r0 dye, ſo after death the Fudgm 
Mortality ! Behold, conſider, and ſtand in awe; there's an acre of 
ground ſown with the richeſt ſeed that ever the earth received fince 
the firſt Adam's tranſpresſion occaſioned the ſecond Adam, like & 
£orn of wheat to fall into the ground and dye. Think how much Roy; 
duſt and aſhes is laid up in yonder Chappel ; there the Houſes of 
York and Lancaſter reſt quietly under one roof, there does Queen 
_ Mary & her Siſter Q. El;zabeth lye cloſe together,their aſhes do not. 
part. In the ſtory of Polinices and Ereocles,two Brothers rivals for ; 
Crown; we are told their ſmoke divided into two Pyramids as it aſcended from 6ne 
rel Pile: But here theſe duſts do as kindly mingle, 2s all the old Piques and A are 
ſoundly aflzep with them. And ſoſhall we be ere long: moſt of us in a meager lodging, | 
all of us inthe duſt of death. A great K'ng, upon fighe of a vaſt concourſe of h's Subjets 
wept atthe very chought, that in a few years there would not be left alive ſo much as one c 
them, And well may we as ſcrioufly, though not ſo ſadly refle, char when this numerous g 
r:0us :{F- mbly ſhall break up hence, we may e'ne adjourn our meeting tothe dur- 
reeion. But if we pur into the Scale ger ung eles boyoer ee God rhaill 
bring every work into Tudgmint, with every ſecret thing, whether it @ gead, cr whet hav at 
_ be evil; Then from theſe Premifles thac inference will be. forcible indeed which's 
makes at the end of his Eeclefioftes, Ltr us hear (ſays be) the concluſis of the whele matre 
Fear Gad and kerp his Commandments, for this ir the whole duty of man. This is all thar God 
expc&s from the greateſt King, yet leſs God will not accept from the meaneſt SabjeQ. . 
Let. but this owe thing neceſſary be thoroughly done, then we may be able to ule in < 
own b:halfthoſe woeds of a King, Happy are the people chat avinichs caſe, yea, bleſſid 
are the perple who have the Lord for thejr God. Then may we hope from the Divine Good 
ne(5 to ſee with joyful eyes ſuch a miracle of bappine(sin this World, as here we cannor 
of but with admiration . that God will magnifie the King (as he did Solemon ) ali ng y 
1n the fight of all Iſrael, and beſtow upn him ſuch Royal Majeſty ar hs net been on any 
King before him i I{.act. And may both their Majeftics after che longeſt poſſeſſion of al 
cartbly Greatneſe, with as lit]: uncaſineſs as ever any'Crowns brought aloog with'them, ae 
" laſt ſ:eGod, and Reign with Chriſt in heavenly Serene Glory for cyer and ever; And @Þ 
* all che prap'e [1, Amen. | | AT 
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